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BY ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 

 

Comments on the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project DEIR 

 

April 27, 2021 

 

On behalf of the 500-plus members of the Pacific Coast Marine Firemen, Oilers, Watertenders 

and Wipers Association (Marine Firemen’s Union), I submit the following:  

 

The Port of Oakland is a major job-creating, economic engine that sustains thousands of blue-

collar jobs in the region.  These are jobs in transportation, logistics, warehousing and wholesale 

trade.  Many of these jobs are well-compensated, skilled-labor positions that do not require an 

advanced degree; the type of jobs that are rapidly disappearing from the workforce. 

 

Deep draft waterfront activity can only happen in one place: the deep draft waterfront.  Utilizing 

deep draft waterfront property for alternate uses reduces the capacity of the working waterfront 

and limits growth of waterfront activity; and limits the creation of good-paying waterfront jobs.  

 

 · Howard Terminal performs approximately 325,000 annual gate moves by       

   trucks and the 35-acre support facilities are used by over 3,200 truckers. 

 · Howard Terminal staging allows trucks to get out of West Oakland communities and  

   creates off-peak opportunities so trucks can avoid peak congestion periods, reducing  

   diesel emissions and traffic. 

 · Howard Terminal expedites logistics, is critical to the supply chain, reduces congestion  

   and wait times and creates flexibility for equipment and container storage. 

 

Removing the 35-acre staging area does not eliminate the activity; it simply displaces trucks into 

the surrounding community.  Forcing industrial activities back into the residential neighborhood 

is inconsistent with the West Oakland Truck Management Plan.  This will increase congestion 

and air quality, and reduce the quality of life for people living and working in West Oakland. 

 

The A’s should utilize the existing East Oakland stadium site to build the new stadium.  The 

working waterfront needs to remain the working waterfront. 

 

Very Truly Yours, 

 
Anthony Poplawski 

President/Secretary-Treasurer 

Marine Firemen’s Union 

240 2nd Street  

San Francisco, California 94105 
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